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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment dated June 14, 2004 in 
response to USPTO Office Action dated February 26, 2004. 

The amendments to claims 5 and 6 and the addition of new claim 13-16 have been noted 
and entered in the record. 

The introduction of new prior art used in the rejection of independent claims 1 and 10 
renders moot Applicant's remarks relative to said claims 1,10 and related dependent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dahley et al. 
(USP 6,501,463). 

Relative to claims 1 and 10, Dahley et al teaches an electronic whiteboard system using a tactile 
foam sensor (col. 2, lines 47-67 and col 3, lines 1-20); Dahley et al. further teaches 
an electronic whiteboard comprising: a surface for recording images; a data store for storing 
images which age recorded on the surface, wherein the data store has a presence on a network 
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via a network location; and a communicatiSon system for communicating to individuals or 
computing devices within its locality the network location of the data store (col. 3, lines 62-67; 
col. 4, lines 1-6 and 39-52; Abstract and Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Dahley et al. further teaches said electronic whiteboard wherein the data 
store has a presence on the network via a remote server which forms a gateway between the 
network and the data store and the remote server has a presence on the network via a network 
location (col. 4, lines 23-35 and Fig. 1). 

As to claim 6, Dahley et al. teaches said whiteboard further comprising a network serve having a 
network location for providing access to the data store via the network (col. 4, lines 23-35 and 
Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, Dahley et al. teaches said whiteboard wherein the data store stores 
images recorded on the whiteboard periodically, and wherein the data store stores images 
recorded on the whiteboard in real time (col. 4, lines 29-52). 

Relative to claim 9, Dahley et al. teaches said whiteboard wherein the network location is a URL 
(col. 10, lines 32-35 and col. 11, lines 4-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 2-3, 11-12, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dahley et al. as applied to claims 1 and 10 respectively in item 3 hereinabove and further in 
view of Nounin et al. (USP 5,802,469). 

Relative to claims 2-3 and 11-12, Dahley et al. does not teach said electronic whiteboard 

wherein the communication system comprises a beacon for emitting a signal from which the 

network location associated with the data store can be derived. 

Dahley et al. teaches an electronic whiteboard system using a tactile foam sensor. 

Nounin teaches a radio communication system (col. 2, lines 51-67; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, 

lines 1-34); Nounin et al further teaches said electronic whiteboard wherein the commutation 

system comprises a beacon for emitting a signal from which the network location associated 

with the data store can be derived; and wherein the beacon is an infrared beacon (coL 45, lines 

29-67; col. 1, lines 1-117 and Fig. 44). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide to the device as taught by Dahley et al. the feature as taught by Nounin et al. in order to 
provide a radio communication systems capable of acquiring necessary information by 
automatically receiving transmission of information and acquiring information when moving to a 
information obtainable area, only by presetting request of desired information (col. 2, lines 56- 
62, Nounin et al.). 

Regarding claims 14 and 16, Dahley further teaches a said electronic whiteboard wherein the 
signal output by the beacon includes the network location associated with the data store, and a 
data file name that corresponds to a particular data file of the data store in which images 
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provided to the surface of the electronic whiteboard age currently being recorded (col. 9, lines 
63-67 and col. 1, line 1). It being understood the data being transmitted and stored on a network 
are being recorded in real time. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dahley et al. taken 
with Nounin as applied to claim 2 in item 5 hereinabove and further in view of Nielsen (USP 
6,373,502). 

Regarding claim 4, Dahley et al. does not teach said whiteboard wherein the communication 
system comprises an electronic tag from which the network location associated with the data 
store can be derived. 

Dahley et al. taken Nounin teaches an electronic whiteboard system using a tactile foam sensor 
compatible with a communications system. 

Nielsen teaches a system for facilitating display of information to a computer user (col. 1, lines 
35-67 and col. 2, lines 1-32); Nielsen further teaches said electronic whiteboard wherein the 
communication system comprises an electronic tag from which the network location associated 
with the data store can be derived (col. 5, lines 43-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide to the device as taught by Dahley et al. taken with Nounin et al. the feature as taught by 
Nielsen in order to facilitate a reference tag for accessing the proper network chain to obtain a 
desired data storage location. 

7. Claims 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dahley 
et al. taken with Nounin in view of Nielsen as applied to claim 4 in item 6, and Dahley as applied 
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to claim 10 in item 3 hereinabove respectively, and further in view of Richley et al. (USP 
6,542,083). 

Regarding claims 13 and 15, Dahley taken with Nounin in view of Nielson does not teach said 
electronic whiteboard comprising a bar code that is physically located on an external surface of 
the electronic whiteboard, wherein the electronic tag is included in the bar code that is scan able 
by a bar code scanner in order to obtain the electronic tag by a user within the locality of the 
electronic whiteboard. 

Dahley et al. taken Nounin in view of Nielsen teaches an electronic whiteboard system using a 
tactile foam sensor compatible with a communications system. 

Richley et al. teaches an electronic tag position detection using radio broadcast (col. 1, lines 14- 
67 and col. 2, lines 1-59); Richley et al. further teaches said electronic whiteboard comprising a 
bar code that is physically located on an external surface of the electronic whiteboard, wherein 
the electronic tag is included in the bar code that is scan able by a bar code scanner in order to 
obtain the electronic tag by a user within the locality of the electronic whiteboard (col. 1, lines 
14-18 and col. 4, lines 59-63). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide to the device as taught by Dahley et al taken with Nounin in view of Nielsen the feature 
as taught by Richley et al. in order to facilitate scanning the bar code on the whiteboard to obtain 
the desired electronic tag. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U. S. Patent No. 6,5 1 3,069 Abato et al. 
U. S. Patent No. 5,894,306 Ichimura 
U. S. Patent No. 5,926,605 Ichimura 
U. S. Patent No. 5,790,1 14 Geaghan eat al. 
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Responses 


9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent E Kovalick whose telephone number is 703 306-3020. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30- 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 703 305-4938. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Vincent E. Kovalick 
October 1,2004 
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